
Law enforcement ofýcer deaths: Final 2008 report

Law Enforcement Officer Deaths 
Declined Sharply in 2008

2008 brought encouraging news for U.S. law enforcement: the number of  
ofýcers killed in the line of dutyðin particular, those killed by gunýreðwas 

down sharply. 

That was a dramatic reversal from 2007, when ofýcer fatalities rose 20 percent to 
182, one of the highest totals 
in two decades. Ofýcer deaths 
were down nearly 27 percent 
in 2008. In fact, the total for 
the year (133) was the lowest 
since 1960.

Fewer ofýcers were killed by 
gunýre in 2008 than in any 
year since 1956. Thirty-nine 
ofýcers died in ýrearms-relat-
ed incidents in 2008, compared 
to 68 in 2007, a reduction of 
almost 43 percent.

Trafýc-related deaths declined 
in 2008 as well, to 71 from 83 in 2007. For the 11th year in a row, more ofý-
cers were killed in trafýc incidentsðautomobile and motorcycle crashes and 
being struck by other vehiclesðthan in shootings or any other cause of death. 
Approximately 60 percent of 2008 fatalities involved accidental circumstances; 
the remaining 40 percent were the result of felonious acts.

While the overall numbers were encouraging, some areas of concern remain. 
Deaths of female ofýcers rose sharply to 13 in 2008, two less than the record high 
in 2002. For the ýrst time, approximately 1 in 10 of the ofýcers killed in a single 
year were women. And while overall trafýc-related fatalities declined by more 
than 14 percent, the number of ofýcers struck and killed rose in 2008ðdespite 
the increased publicity and enforcement of ñmove overò laws and other safety 
initiatives.
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�With 182 
o�cers killed  
that year, 2007 
was a wake-up 
call for law 
enforcement 

in America. 
Our latest 
data suggest 

that law enforcement execu-
tives, o�cers, associations and 
trainers heeded that call in 
2008�and our nation�s peace 
o�cers were safer as a result. 
Heightened awareness of the 
problem led to greater empha-
sis on o�cer safety training, 
policies and equipment, all of 
which contributed to the dra-
matic reduction in fatalities 
documented in this report.� 
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�C.O.P.S. is 
pleased to see 
the reduc-
tion in o�-
cer deaths for 
2008, but we 
know that 
for each of 
the surviving 
families and 

co-workers, their one o�cer 
is one too many. �ese fami-
lies, co-workers and agencies 
are struggling to cope with life 
without their o�cer and will 
need support from C.O.P.S. 
before, during and long after 
National Police Week. We will 
embrace these families and af-
fected co-workers and assure 
them there is no fee to join 
C.O.P.S., for the price paid is 
already too high.�
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